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Continuity and Transformation of the Traditional Life Style of Javanese Houses

- Focused on Java Traditional Houses in Kotagede, Yogyakarta-Indonesia -

4= o

Kim, Do-Yeon

F M g

Ju, Seo-Ryeung

Abstract

This study aims to understand how the traditional life styles in Javanese houses have continued or transformed to adapt to modernization and

industrialization through the case studies of Javanese houses located in Kotagede, Indonesia. Focused on the six traditional Javanese houses in

Kotagede, the measurements of the houses, interviews with residents and observational of life patterns were applied for the methodology of

this study. The findings of this study are as follows; First, most of the residents living in the traditional Javanese housing have inherited the

property from their parents or relatives. They have maintained the traditional structure and space order following the traditional axis of the

north and the south. Second, having a pendapo is not as important anymore since maintain a pendapo costs a lot and public events are not

held often in a private house anymore. Therefore the use and its symbolic meaning of a pendapo have weakened. Third, the dalem is not
used as frequently as the gandok even though the dalem was a higher order in a traditional hierarchy. The uses of middle senthong have

been changed from sacred god’s space to private bedrooms or prayer room for Muslims. Fourth, the gandok is used as the most active living

space in nowdays to adopt to the modern lifestyle. As a conclusion, the traditional Javanese housings in Kotagede have maintained its

traditional values in the aspect of space and structure. Whereas the pendapo and the dalem, which once have been the most important rooms,

have lost its symbolic meanings, the importance of gandok, which is the center of living space and transformed into divided private spaces

such as bedrooms, has increased according to modernization.

F|9E : AuFE, AubdEFE, TeAE, A5 A

Keywords : Java house, Javanese Traditional house, Kotaede, Traditional Life Style
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Table 1. Profile of Selected Houses

Case|A: Mr. B: C:

F: Mr. Achmad
Charis Zubair

D: E:

Erwito Wibowo Mrs. Rini Kusuma |Mrs. Rina
. L4

Front photo
of Dlaem

M. Joko Nugroho Mrs. Lely

Houseowner |Mr. Erwito Wibowo |Mrs. Sunartiniah

Mr. Yunus Aris

Mr. Achmad Charis

Mr. Joko Nugroho [Mrs. Asnafiah Zubair

Dolahan KG III Dolahan No.607

Selokraman KG I |Alun-alun

Selokraman KG III/

Address |No.580 RT31/RW07 |RT30/RWO7 1043 RT48RW11  [RT37/RW09 C 1034 Boharen KGII/653

Built Year |About 1825 19th Century 19th Century About 1830 19th Century About 1854
Purchase Purchase Purchase

Occupation House wife(Uncle: . . House wife Professor

of Owner Entrepreneur Silversmith maker) Pensioner Tourism (Batik sales) UGM(retired)

History of Purchase (father) Furchase Inheritance Inheritance Inheritance

ownership  [Inheritance Inheritance

(from Relative)

Family tree
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. Lawang pintu
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(krobongan)

7. Gandok

8. Gadri
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o wN B

Public
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Figure 2. A typical layout of Javanese houses
Source: Indonesian Heritage(Vol. 6), p.32
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Table 2. Significant differences between Front Area and Rear
Area at Javanese House

Pendapo | Peringgitan Dalem | Middle-senthong
front area rear area
men women
outward oriented inward oriented
open, shaded, roofed, without | enclosed, protected, roofed,
walls walled
connected with the external | separately with the external
environment environment
public and formal private and intimate
symbol of transience symbol of eternity

Source: Wismantara(2011)
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Figure 3. Case A: Erwito Wibowo House
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a) Floor plan

Figure 4. Case B: Rini Kusuma House

Y3 H584o] F&F Z5 oty fXFta, ¢&E A
gx o] AW AEE AT e Ho] Folsith o]
T 250 YA A1 &% G RRAES
F7H9E Ao 7 BRI,

18) AEA F 7heu AL FREANZ ALHGOU o) F of
o7} A71WA AUHARE WEE Aol
19 tAidel Gt 55 4R fis g%el 217k o)

Jepde, FRente] SAE H99 gEoE WARYee
ST & FAEA AL Bge) AAS A EE
A7) W wzAZe #7191 9ee Uehls Aotk 1

- = T\Z].'e
FHEEA 52 25 YRS Axsg. WRY 75e
of W& vHEo] At

o W

5 :7—1?% ) AgEkA o
2 HMME}. Aozl G52 232 dFPo] & B2
Hol lou, vl wob w7k AlFd AdEjelr] wWel

AgEA RHIL, AX BE PEL AE T8 AW

Fos Agaa Aok

'S s “ Ay
a) ceremonial meal's offering
& celebration place (Dalem)

b) A place of hospitality &
celebration of male quests

Figure 5. A Wedding Ceremony held in Case B
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Figure 7. Case D: Joko Nugroho House
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Figure 9. A formal meeting held at Pandapo in 2011
Source: Mr. Joko Nugroho (a owner of case D)
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